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2. — Theological Index. References to the Principal Works in every 
Department of Religious Literature. Embracing nearly Seventy 
Thousand Citations, alphabetically arranged under Two Thousand 
Heads. By Howard Malcom, D.D., LL. D. Boston: Gould and 
Lincoln. 8vo. pp. 488. 

Vert characteristically, the first page of this Index contains some 
statements so loosely expressed that they have the effect of misstate- 
ments. " So far as I know, the work is unique, so that, whatever may 
be its deficiencies, it will be useful as far as it goes. There are biblio- 
thecas, each of which was received favorably by the learned, but all so 
different in design from this, that it will lose none of its value when 
placed by their side. Few of them can now- be had, and nearly all of 
them were published more than a century ago, when there were few valu- 
able theological books in the English language." The work is, indeed, 
unique in various respects, in some of which we hope it will remain 
so ; but Dr. Malcom hardly does justice to his recent predecessors. 
The exact state of the case can be shown in a few words. 

No book of this kind, of any importance, has been published in the 
English language, since Lowndes's " British Librarian " was left unfin- 
ished in 1842. The " subject " volume of Darling's valuable " Cyclo- 
paedia Bibliographica," London, 1859, unfortunately refers only to 
works illustrating the Scriptures. Another volume, which was to in- 
clude the remaining subjects of theology, and to be ready for the 
press in a few months, never appeared, in consequence of the author's 
death. The third edition of "Winer's useful " Handbuch," 2 vols., was 
published at Leipzig in 1838-40; and the first and only supplement 
in 1842. The latest general theological index, Danz's "Universal- 
"Worterbuch," was published twenty-five years ago. Perennes's badly 
arranged " Dictionnaire de Bibliographie Catholique," 4 vols., Paris, 
1858 - 60, is confined to " ouvrages pour et sur le Catholicisme " ; and 
the "Thesaurus Librorum Rei Catholicae," Wurzburg, 1848-50, is 
similarly limited in its scope. On the other hand, Zuchold's " Biblio- 
theca Theologica," Gottingen, 1862 - 64, contains only the Protestant 
or anti-Protestant writings published in the German language, between 
1830 and 1862, and is arranged in the alphabetical order of the au- 
thors' names, with no index of subjects. The theological part of Bra- 
nd's index is of little value, because it refers to works distinguished, 
not for their scientific or literary value, but for their rarity, or high 
price, — the last principle upon which most ministers can select their 
libraries. The theological references in Denis, Pincon, and Martonne's 
" Manuel de Bibliographie Universelle," Paris, 1857, are, of course, 
buried in a mass of other matter. 
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An Index, therefore, such as Dr. Malcom professes to have made, 
was very much needed, and his work will be of considerable use, 
especially to those who have other books of reference, by which to 
correct its errors and supply its deficiencies. It is a pity that the 
author did not take sufficient pains with it to make it a standard 
work. But Dr. Malcom is no bibliographer. His Preface shows that 
he does not understand the principles of the art; and his whole book, 
that he has not been trained to its practice. Those principles re- 
quire, for instance, that just so much information shall be given, when 
practicable, about each book mentioned, as will enable the reader to 
determine whether it is likely to suit his purpose, and as will assist him 
in procuring it, if he makes the attempt. If the title is so much 
abridged as to afford no indication of the character of the work, if the 
author's name is given so incorrectly that it cannot be found on the 
catalogue of a library, or guessed at by the bookseller from whom the 
book is ordered, the bibliography is, so far, useless. The Theological 
Index will often disappoint its readers in this way. To those consult- 
ing a catalogue of any extent, such mistakes as Blaney for Blayney, Bour- 
nouf for Burnouf, Cellier for Ceillier, Chaupefied for Chaufepie\ Elles- 
ley for Elsley, Frazier for Fraser, Fuestkingii for Feustkingii, Glocker 
for Glockler, Heylot for Helyot, Japsis for Jaspis, Mater for Matter, 
Mempriss for Mimpriss, Richner for Richter, Schulteti for Sculteti, 
Uden for Uhden, Van Bolen for Von Bohlen, ' Voigt for Vogt, must 
cause doubt and delay ; and certainly very few persons would recog- 
nize Forshall in Torshell, Flacius in Illyricus, Noack in Roack, Trig- 
landus in Friglandus, Hegel in Hekel, or Czolbe in Ezalbe. 

These are faults of execution, however, and unintentional. Al- 
though highly disagreeable to any one who has the slightest regard for 
accuracy, although very numerous, and certain to lead occasionally to 
serious embarrassment, they do not impair the usefulness of the Index 
so much as the defects which proceed from a faulty plan. We mean 
the general failure to give sufficient information as to the character of 
the works cited, owing partly to the omission of the imprint, and partly 
to the excessive abridgment of titles. This abridgment, we are as- 
sured, " is the result of much reflection, and has cost much labor. Tq 
have given them in full would have trebled the cost of the book, 
without increasing its value." The last statement is extravagant. 
Even a little lengthening would often have been very useful, and it 
would seldom be necessary to give titles in full. But this is not the 
point on which we wish chiefly to insist. If it is once granted that 
the abridgment shall be carried to the last degree, it is, on the whole, 
not badly done, except that very little attention is paid to the gram- 
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matieal propriety of the words that are left. Dr. Malcom's greatest 
mistake consists in always omitting the imprint, that is, the place and 
(late of publication, the number of volumes, and the form, which 
ought certainly to be given when quarto or folio. " Guild," he says, 
" discriminates between intellectual and natural bibliography. The 
former term he applies to the consideration of the contents of books, 
the latter to notices of the number of volumes, dates, size, price, 
and rarity of editions, or of particular copies. My tastes do not lead 
me to the latter class of inquiries ; and if they did, I should not mingle 
both in one book." Why should not these inquiries be mingled in 
one book, when they are undertaken for the same end? A bibli- 
ography states the subject of a book, that the reader may know 
whether he wants it. Why should it not also state its date, price, 
and, in some cases, its rarity, that he may know whether he can 
afford to buy it, or is likely to find it? Suppose that a minister of 
limited means is interested in some subject a little out of his ordinary 
line of reading, and consults this Theological Index. He finds a score 
of references, but has none of the works. He would like to buy the 
best, but he has no means of knowing which is the best, and he cannot 
afford to buy at a venture, and keep on buying, till he gets something 
worth his money. Moreover, the book he selects may be a folio, or 
in ten volumes, and beyond his means, or not procurable in this country. 
He would know what to do at once, if each title had a few brief ad- 
ditions, as Lips. 1610, 4 vols. 4to, or N. Y. 1867, 8vo, pp. 275. He 
would know that the latter book could be quickly procured at a mod- 
erate price ; that for the former he must probably wait six weeks, and 
pay dearly, to get at last, it may be, only some unwieldy tomes of 
extinct Lutheran theology. These little details of " natural bibli- 
ography " are not mere pedantry, but of practical, money-saving utility. 
Indeed, the date often gives considerable indication of the character 
of a book, and this Dr. Malcom partly acknowledges. Under a few 
heads he has given dates, — very incorrectly, — and also " whenever a 
book relates to ' the present time,' or the state of the country at a certain 
period." " In law, medicine, or science, the date of a publication 
may be useful ; but theology has a positive basis in revelation, and he 
who, in any age, writes well on sacred subjects, writes for all ages." 
Here a promise is implied that is not performed, and an excuse is 
offered that is not sound. Equivocal generation one would suppose to 
be a scientific subject ; yet, under that head, there is a list of eleven 
works pro, and twenty-three con, aud in only one case is there anything 
but his general knowledge of literary history to show a student whether 
the authors represent the latest views, or wrote under the influence of 
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the exploded theories of the last or earlier centuries. Aristotle, Pliny, 
Boerhaave, Lamarck, Lyell, are familiar to every one ; but how many 
persons know when Plott, Ettmuller, Harris (what Harris ?), Lister, 
lived? Nor is the "positive basis" argument worth much. The 
structures raised on the foundation of Scripture are of the most di- 
verse architecture, according to the country in which they stand, 
and the generation which erected them. One would think, from Dr. 
Malcom's words, that only one set of doctrines had ever been drawn 
from Scripture, and that theological writers differed only in their 
style. 

Before undertaking to buy, borrow, or even study a work, one likes 
to know whether the author was a Father of the Church or a Latter- 
Day Saint. Did he live when no one doubted the Pope's Supremacy, 
or believed in the Immaculate Conception, or does he live now when 
the Pope's Supremacy is tottering to its fall, and the Immaculate Con- 
ception is an accepted doctrine of the Church ? Were Luther and 
Calvin and Zwingle his probable teachers or opponents, or were Less- 
ing and Paulus, or Strauss and Baur ? These are questions which it 
behooves a guide through the wilderness of theological literature to 
answer. Shall I, a country minister, send to the nearest large library 
and pay the expressman for bringing me a work which may turn out 
to be by an early Calvinist, when I want to learn the modern Catholic 
view of the matter ? I may buy two or three other theological bib- 
liographies, and from them get the information which Dr. Malcom does 
not afford, but would it not have been cheaper for me to pay three 
times as much for his Index, if, by trebling its bulk, he had enabled 
me to decide these questions ? It is not certain, however, that it would 
be necessary to make his book so much larger. The mere addition of 
the date in all cases would have doubled the value of the Index, with- 
out adding much to its cost. The titles are generally compressed into 
less than a line each, so that there is plenty of room for the imprint. 
A little additional abbreviation, and perhaps a slightly increased width 
of page, would have made room in nearly all cases. For example, 
under Fanaticism, instead of 

Stinstra's Warnung von dem Fanaticismus, 

why not print, correcting the errors, 

Stinstra, Warnung vor dem F. Berol. 1 752 ? 

Of course it would have cost Dr. Malcom much trouble to ascertain 
such particulars, but readers are not ready to forgive an author who 
causes them trouble by shirking it himself. 
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The few details that are given are unfortunately not to be depended 
upon. " Bornemanni Scholia" was not published in 1700, but in 1830. 
Bock's " Historia Antitrinitariorum," and what Dr. Malcom calls Crenius's 
" Collectiones," are said to be in folio ; they are in octavo. " Tolowic's 
[meaning Jolowicz's] Bibliotheca uEgyptiaea," instead of being " in 
two large volumes," is in one volume of 252 pages, with a supplement 
of 79 pages. And Salmasius's two little dissertations, " De manna" and 
" De saccharo," one of ten and the other of three pages, printed at the 
end of his " Exercitationes Pliniange," are described as " two volumes, 
folio " ! Under each subject the author has made a useful division, 
putting works in foreign languages first, and then, in a second alpha- 
bet, English works and translations. But the separation is carelessly 
done, and we have often noticed in the English list, foreign books which, 
so far as we can ascertain, have never been translated, and in the foreign 
lists works which, although they have Latin catch-titles, are written in 
English. 

Another very useful division, that into pro and con, under various 
controverted subjects, has led Dr. Malcom into his worst blunders. 
Among the advocates of Materialism, we find " Spinoza, Opera pos- 
thuma," " Martineau's (J.) Rationale of relig. enquiry," and " Parker 
(T.) on Matters in relation to religion." Spinoza, James Martineau, 
Theodore Parker, materialists ! How can a man who knows anything 
of these writers make such a statement ? And, if he does not know, 
what right has he to put such a stigma upon them ? If Dr. Malcom were 
more accurate, we should think that this was one of the too common 
instances of an attempt to conquer a theological opponent by the aid of 
the odium theologicum. We are sure he did not intend this, but his 
carelessness has produced exactly the same results as the most delib- 
erate unfairness. He has attributed to able men opinions which they 
would have indignantly repudiated, opinions which might prevent some 
of those who consult him from reading their writings and discovering his 
misrepresentation. On such points no one has a right to be careless. 
The subjects of Atheism, Deism, Materialism, deserved the most thor- 
ough investigation, the most scrupulous attention to truth ; their treat- 
ment here is wholly unsatisfactory. Dr. Malcom appears to think that 
all the works of a Hegelian must be defences of Atheism, and under 
" Atheism, Pro," cites Baur's " Ges. des Christenthums" and " Kritische 
untersuchungen," by which he means his " Kritische Untersuchungen 
iiber die kanonisehen Evangelien, ihr Verhaltniss zu Einander, ihren 
Charakter und Ursprung," — a work which we will venture to say does 
not contain a paragraph on the subject. At the end of the list we are 
told, " Several of these writers are by some ranked as Deists." Now 
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Atheism and Deism being diametrically opposed to one another, the 
author might have been expected to take some pains to ascertain the 
truth regarding " some of these writers." Far from it. Seven of the 
works classed as atheistical reappear under Deism, and the perplexed 
reader is left in doubt to what circle of the Inferno their authors ought 
to be consigned. 

The sparing introduction of observations on the comparative value 
of books is also a defect. The author attempts to show that little 
reliance can be placed on such notices by giving a list of the contradic- 
tory opinions of well-known men on well-known books. Some of the 
instances, however, are not much to the point. Milner's " Church His- 
tory " one writer calls " eminently pious " ; another says, " Milner was 
destitute of the information necessary to an ecclesiastical historian." 
If Dr. Malcom supposes that these are contradictory opinions, his ex- 
perience of " eminently pious " works has been different from ours. 
But even were it possible to find exactly opposite critical judgments of 
the value of every book, that would not be a reason for never giving 
any judgment. A book must have some degree of merit or demerit. 
Select the criticism which best expresses this degree, or, if necessary, 
quote opposing criticisms with the critics' names, that we may be on 
our guard against their prejudices. Of course the Tory Dr. Johnson 
would speak ill of Burnet's " History of the Reformation." But on 
such a point Professor Smyth's opinion would outweigh that of a dozen 
Johnsons. 

Dr. Malcom would have better illustrated the worthlessness of the 
notes of an incompetent critic by quoting some of his own. We do not 
wonder that the man who, after calling Haldane's " Exposition of 
Romans" a "treasure of sound theology and able criticism," can apply 
no epithet to Jowett but " unsafe critic " ; who calls Schott's " Isagoge 
historico-critica " (which is an introduction to the New Testament) " a 
very valuable supplement to Lightfoot " (referring to the " Horae He- 
braicae, a commentary, a work of entirely different scope) ; who says 
that Bloomfield's "Synoptica" (he means Recensio Synoptica) is "a 
critical digest of numerous eminent works, especially Wetstein's exe- 
getical remarks," Wetstein having made scarcely any exegetical re- 
marks ; who calls Thomson's " Tr. of the LXX." " the only English 
translation," though four pages before he had mentioned " Brenton's 
Translation," which, being later, is probably better ; who speaks of 
Schmid's " Greek Concordance of the N. T." as " the best," though in- 
cluding in his list that of Bruder, which wholly supersedes it ; who says 
that John Jones, in his " Ecclesiastical Researches," " proves Philo to 
be a historian of Christ " ; who speaks of Suicer's " Thesaurus Eccle- 
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siastieus " as " a complete Index to the Greek Fathers " ; who twice 
calls Schwegler's edition of Clemens Romanus " the most esteemed," 
although Schwegler never edited Clemens Romanus, and his edition of 
the Clementine Homilies is superseded by those of Dressel and La- 
garde ; who thinks " McKnight's New translat. and notes " " great," 
and Nolan's " Integrity of the Greek Vulgate " an " excellent work," 
— we neither wonder nor regret that this writer does not think it 
desirable to insert many notes. 

Perhaps Dr. Malcom was impressed with the untrustworthy character 
of critical opinions by reading the " commendatory notices from distin- 
guished scholars " which he has printed at the end of his Index. 
These are not so unguarded and extravagant as American scholars 
have often hastened to bestow' on unworthy books ; yet one of them 
awards him the praise of " industry, skill, and scholarship." The in- 
dustry of a man who, during his professional life, hastily jots down in 
his note-book the titles of works which he likes or sees praised, and 
then prints them, revised perhaps, but revised in a style which pro- 
duces such a bibliography as we have shown this to be ! The skill of 
a man who arranges some of his references under " Enoch," and some 
under " Apocrypha, Enoch," and some under both ; who, having such 
headings as " Destruction of Sodom," " Seat of the Soul," " Use of the 
Roman Alphabet," does not think it necessary to have cross-references 
from Sodom, and Soul, and Language or Alphabet; who tries to dis- 
tinguish between Neology and Rationalism ; who makes a reference to 
the Acta Eruditorum (in 117 vols.) without specifying the volume! 
The scholarship of a man who supposes that Creuzer's " Symbolik und 
Mythologie der alten Volker " treats of Christian creeds ; who thinks 
that Neander's " Leben Jesu" was "written against Eichhorn, but 
not much more orthodox " ; who makes Philo Alexandrinus and Philo 
Judseus two persons ! 

The proof-reading has been very carelessly done, and there are 
more errors than topics. We have never seen so many out of a book- 
seller's or an auction catalogue. Kurzer Begrief, Thesaurus Jur«s, 
Kirchrechts, DeutcAen, Athense Oxoniensis, Specimena, are only speci- 
mens. One is continually finding such elegant French as Manuale 
du libraire, du langue Francoais, Eglisses, provinceaux, concils ; such 
German as Einleitung in des Bueher A. T., Vorlesung (five times), 
Erklauterung, im Zammenhange, and, for complete titles, Hitzig's 
Kurzgel'asstes exegetisches, Hupfeld's Uebersetzt. und Augelegt., 
Kern's Untersuchtung und Erklart ; such Latin as diaconisses, Reliquaj 
sacra?, Historia haereticos, De C[oncilio] Francofurtensis, and ad Cone. 
Francofurtensim, de Fcederus naturae, et gratia?, Consciones, quartuor, 
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Patres apostolic*. There is au almost total disregard of the German 
umlaut, and we had supposed that the French accents were systemati- 
cally omitted until we met complete, bibliotheque, sacres, conformite, vie, 
traite. French plural adjectives are generally deprived of their finals; 
German adjectives, on the other hand, are constantly favored with initial 
capitals stolen from neighboring nouns. Of course the unfortunate Ger- 
mans whose names end in nn, or contain u, or o, or sch, or ie, or ei, 
could not expect to have justice done them, but Dr. Burnap or Julia 
Kavanagh might well complain of appearing as Durnap and Kavenaugh. 
No eminence is sufficient to protect an author from this maltreatment. 
Gesenius becomes " Gessenius " ; Griesbach, " Greisbach " ; Pascal, 
" Paschall" ; Ducange, " Cang." 

We have not space to speak of the numerous instances in which 
books are wrongly classified. It may suffice to mention that the list 
of commentators on Luke includes Gregory Nazianzen, Epiphanius, 
and Theodoret, not one of whom wrote any commentary on Luke, 
the nearest approach to one being nine lines quoted from Theodoret 
in an anonymous catena. " Ltlcke's (F.) Kommentar, 1820," is also 
placed here (Liicke never wrote a commentary on Luke, but on 
John), and, worst of all, " Weberi Authentia, &c, 1823," which neither 
relates to Luke nor is a commentary. Under Essenes we are referred 
to De Quincey's " Theological Essays," instead of to his " Historical 
and Critical Essays," to Athanagorse n/>eoj3«a irepi xP l<TTlavav i a "d 
to Herodoti Historia. Lib. II. ! What " Monblet, Description de 
PEgypt" has to do with the Essenes it is impossible to say, espe- 
cially as there certainly never was a book with that title. At least, 
it has hitherto baffled all our researches. It is easy to see how such 
mistakes may have arisen, — sometimes from inserting a note, in a 
hurry, under the wrong heading, sometimes from accidentally mixing 
memoranda, sometimes from copying the incorrect references of others, 
or supposing that works cited by them in support of a single detail con- 
tain important matter relating to a whole subject. But that these false 
references should so often have escaped detection, and been suffered to 
find their way into print, does not speak well either for the industry, 
the acuteness, or the literary knowledge of the author. No class of 
mistakes ought to have been more carefully guarded against, because 
none will interfere more with the profitable use of the Index. 

We will conclude with a good illustration of the way in which a 
bibliographer may dig pitfalls for himself and his readers when he de- 
spises accuracy and avoids investigation. .ZEgidius or Jillis Afhakker 
published at Keulen, in 1618, under the pseudonym of Salomo The- 
odotus, a work entitled ''Evidtikov dissecti Belgii. To this Dr. Malcom 
refers three times, under " Arminians, Hist, of," and each time wrongly. 
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" Salomo Theodoctus [iEgidius] de Secti Belgii." 

" Theodoti (sive Afhacker) Ecwrixoc." 

" Salomonis Theodoctus [bis real name is iEgidius] in his Secti Belgii, 
professes to give a complete list of the writers on both sides." 
A very little research would have shown that the 'Evotikop and the 
De Secti Belgii (!) were the same work, and the other mistakes might 
have been prevented by a slight reminiscence of Latin grammar. 

This waste of space by referring twice or oftener to the same work, 
under the same topic, is not uncommon, inconsistent as it is with the 
stress laid upon the abridgment of titles. Thus a book is ascribed to Du 
Moulin and a few lines below to Molinasus, — the Latin form of the name ; 
another to Amyraldus, and in the next line to Amyrant, — a misprint 
for Amyraut. So we suppose, that, under the headings Apocrypha and 
Enoch, one and the same work is meant by " Hoffmann's Enleit. uberset. 
und com.," " Hoffman's Ueberset. mit Commentar. 1838," "Hoffman's 
Trans, and commentary " (never translated, as is implied by giving the 
title in English), and " Henock's Vollstandiger ubersetzung." Imagine 
the bewilderment of an attendant at the British Museum, on being asked 
for " Henock's Vollstandiger ubersetzung " ! And a note of three lines 
on Mills's New Testament, p. 203, is repeated verbatim on p. 20-1. 
In the room thus lost mention might have been made of the greatly 
improved edition of Orme's " Memoir of the Controversy respecting the 
Three Heavenly Witnesses " (Bost. 1866), of which Dr. Malcom cites 
only the edition of 1830, and omits to state that it was published under 
the pseudonym of Criticus. 

Dr. Malcom seems perfectly satisfied with what he has done, and, in 
a rather amusing strain, warns critics not to find fault with his plan or 
its execution. We think we have shown sufficient reason for com- 
plaining of both. It would have been easy to increase the list of 
blunders. They can be counted by hundreds. For instance, under 
" Affiliation of Languages," in 111 lines there are at least 40 errata. 
It is extremely difficult, we know, to make a work of this kind correct, 
requiring an amount of patient labor of which few persons have any 
conception. Perhaps we ought to be grateful to a man who has done 
anything in a branch of literature which so few find attractive ; and if 
our author were a poor booksellers' hack, working against time for a 
living, much might be pardoned ; but a work which he describes as 
having grown by daily additions for over forty years, without any sen- 
sible deduction of time from his proper pursuits, and as affording in 
its completion pleasant occupation since his retirement from profes- 
sional life, can claim no such indulgence. For the honor of American 
scholarship, if for no other reason, he ought to have made a better book. 
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